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to indulge in propaganda freely. It was also conceded,
at about the same time, that in any commune where
the Germans were in the majority and expressly asked
for it, purely German schools should be opened. In
spite of his Nazi sympathies and perhaps because of
his German descent, M. Imredy had still offered less
than the Sudeten Germans ever had, and there was a
certain amount of irony in the ecclesiastical nature of
some of the concessions to the co-racialists of the
Pope's enemy, Herr Hitler,
In spite of the successes of National Socialism and
the activities of the V.D.A., the majority of the
Germans in Hungary had not yet been disturbed by
the National Socialist spirit. Many of them are small
farmers in the Tolna district and have habitually voted
for M. Eckhardt's Small Farmer Party. The Nazi
attitude, was, however, maintained and inflamed by a
local 'Buhrer, Dr. Franz Basch, who in December 1938
was elected President of a new and Nazi Volksbund
der Deutscben in Ungarn with no use for the Ungarldndisch-
deutsche idea. Dr. Basch now organized German
requests for German schools, sending round forms
for the Germans to sign; it is not without interest that
a number of the Swabian peasants resisted the pressure
from the Volksbund in this matter, because they had
always taken the extraordinarily sensible view that it
was preferable for their children, who would have to
live in Hungary and who could speak German at
home, to have a Hungarian education. On the other
hand, since the beginning of 1939 new "VSlkiscb"
feeling has been aroused among the Swabians, and
there ate fears * that a growing number of apparently
1 See above, p. 19.